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SERMON XCVI. 


BY REV. SHEPARD K. KOLLOCK, 
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA. 


CONVICTION BY THE LAW. 


Rom. vii. 19. I was alive without the law once, but when the commandment 
came, sin revived, and I died. 


THERE havé been but two ways ever revealed, in which man may.db> 
tain eternal life—the law and the gospel—the covenant of works and fe * 
covenant of grace. By the first mode, Adam, had he remained i 


might havé secured everlasting felicity. But, on his apostacy, this way to 
heaven was barred for ever; and, to show the impossibility of Ss Zz 


saved, cherubim and a fiery flaming sword guarded all access to 

fof life. To fallen man there is no hope, except through the sovereign 
grace of God, by the Redeemer revealed in the gospel; there is no hépe 
till, #ensiblé of his deep guilt, and trembling at the curse of the broken’ 
lawy he penitently betakes himself to that Savior who is “ the end of the” 
1aW for righteousness to every one that believeth.” 

Yet many who acknowledge these fundamental truths are careless and 
antoricerned, while they have no interest in the Redeemer; are hoping for 
heaven, though they have never fled to the Savior, and aecepted his 
righteousness for justification. 

Let all such listen to the text, in which the apostle gives not only his 
own experience, but that of all true believers: “ I was alive without the 
law once, but when the commandment came, sin revived, and I died.” 
© These words will lead us to consider, 

I, The character and sentiments of the unregenerate.—“ I was alive 

) witliput the law.” 

IL The nature of those convictions which sweep away false hopes, and 

make the Redeemer precious. Sin revived, and I died.” 
@ instrumental cause of this change of feeling and character.— 
« commandment came.” 
* I. The character and sentiments of the unregenerate.—“ I was alive” 
without the law.” 
* Three inquiries here arise— What is that law of which the apostle speaks ? 
How was he without it? And what is inpled in his having been alive? 
my 
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1. The law to which St. Paul refers is evidently the moral law; that 
law which was impressed upon the heart of man at his creation, and 
which was published with such solemnity from Sinais I¢ consists of a 
system of precepts, and of a sanction for their enforcement. ‘The sum of 
its precepts is perfect obedience to the divine Lawgiver. Its sanction is 
si of eternal life to the obedient, and of death to those who 
“ continue not in all things written in the book of the law to do them.” 

%, How was ¢he apostle “ without the law?” Not that he was under no 
0 it. From its very nature it must always be in foree. It 

upon Paul; it is obligatory upon every child of Adam; since 
“in the perfections of God and the relations he sustains to us. 
ese perfections and relations continue, the law cannot be abro- 
gated; Jehovah can no more free us from its obligation than he can re- 
nounce his Godhead. . 

When the apostle is said to be “ without the law,” it does not imply 
that he was unacquainted with its letter. A clear speculative knowledge 
of it he no doubt possessed ; for he was brought up at the feet of the cele- 
brdted Gamaliel ; there studied it; there made in it the greatest proficiency. 

_ Neither does it imply that he paid no regard to it in his external life. 
He himself tells us that he outwardly complied with its precepts ; that “ as 
touching the law,” that is, the formal and external observance of it, he was 
“ blameless.” 

But to be “ without the law” implies an ignorance of its extent, spirit- 
uality, and purity; implies that the apostle had no proper sense of its 
commanding authority, or of its condemning power. 

3. In what sense was Paul, before his conversion, “ alive ?” Not inthe 
estimation of God and angels; they beheld him “ dead in trespasses and 
sins.” But he was alive in his own estimation ; he thought himself upright 
and hely, and entitled, by virtue of these qualifications, to life eternal. He 
entertained the strongest confidence of his high standing in the, favor of 
God. He “verily thought he was doing God service,” and advancing 
toward heaven. ‘This case is common with thie unregenerate. ‘They are 
“without the law ;” without apy knowledge of its strictness and purity; 
without-any sense of its dignity and perfection. While thus ignorant, aap 
the apostle once was, like him they are “ alive ;” alive in their feelings, 
unapprehensive of danger, unconcerned about the terrors of the Almighty. 
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Some of the grounds of this security in sin are natural ignorance, ° 


abuse of the Savior’s grace, false evidence of the love of God, incorrect 
views of the privileges of the church, and the hope of a longgand pro- 
tracted life. ‘These are so many springs to feed and maintain this ‘life 
of delusion in the unregenerate. 

We proceed, 


Il. ‘To consider the nature of true conviction. “ Sin revived,”. adda the; 
apostle, “ and T died.” 








BY THE Law. | »* BI. . 






A clear and lively sense of sin impressed his soul; he saw himself 
ehargeable with aggravated guilt; in consequence of which his vajp con- 
eit fled, and his presumptuous hopes expired. This is the experiencesof 
all who have had true conviction of sin. They see the depth of their - 
guilt; they behold themselves lost ; they acknowledge that they are Jjusily 
liable to eternal death. 

There are few, if any, in a gospel land who have not occasional con- 
victions, some misgivings of heart, some apprehensions that all is not- “right, 4 
some purposes of amendment, some fears of hell, some desires f “ 
impressions produced by the faithful preaching of the wo: 
alarming providences of God. But we must distinguish betwe 
easional fears and those genuine convictions which end in conversi 
former generally arise from the apprehension of God’s power and justice ; 
the latter from a sense of his goodness, love, and infinite hatred to sin. 
The former endure but for a season, the latter are permanent. In the 
former there is a view only of the penalty of the law; in the latter of the 
propriety of this penalty. The sinner who is truly convinced perceives 
the odious nature as.well as the awful consequences of sin. He feels his 
own sins, and sees the punishment they merit; he feels some drops of 
the Divine wrath falling upon his soul; he feels, what he never before 
felt, that if sovereign.grace interpose not quickly, he must be lost for ever. 
Earthly concerns, sensual pleasures, which once gave him rest, are now 
painful and irksome. Now his great inquiry is, “ How shall I escape the 
wrath to come? How shall I be reconciled to God? How shall I save 
my poor, neglected, perishing soul?” Ah! he knows what Paul meant 
whin he exclaimed, “ sin revived.” Sins that had been utterly forgotten, 
which had long ceased to disturb his conscience, which he once regarded : om 
a slight and venial, now rush upon his mind with all their aggravations. ; 
He sees the intimate connection between them and misery, and trembles ‘ 
at the anticipation of the just judgments of the Almighty. 

Let us, 

III. In the next pe, consider the cause of this conviction. “ The 
coyamandment came ;” shining in its purity, and operating with power, In 
this:manner only can the sinné be effectually convinced ; by the law’ se sent 
home to his heart, not in the “deadness of the letter,” but in all the energy 
of the Spirit. 

The moral law insists upon an obedience that is perfect—perfect in its 
prineiple, perfect in its parts, perfect in every degree—and denounces con- 
demnation upon the least violation. When it is thus revealed to the sinner, 
in its wide extent, in its high demands, in its rigorous san¢tions, it must 
convict and humble him before God. It convinces him of the nature of a: 
sin, shows what a righteous law it violates, what an awful majesty it affronts, 
what | infinite purity it opposes, what rich mercy it abuses. It has also an 
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awakening influence upon his conscience, and brings him to deep and feel- 
ing apprehension. He was before easy and secure, but when “ the com- 
mandment comes,” he is roused from his slumbers—startled by the viéw 
which it presents of the impurity of his heart, and the sinfulness of his 
life. 

There is another intention of the law equally useful; it “ reveals the 
wrath of God against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men.” 
Having set before the sinner his innumerable offences and enormous guilt, 
it denounces the doom which he deserves ; it unsheaths the sword of justice, 
and ens him with “ everlasting destruction from the presence of the 
rd, ” And then, when his heart is wounded, and when he looks around 
‘some deliverer from * the wrath to come,” he learns that the law can 
give him no salvation ; it only thunders in his ear the dreadful sentence,— 

“ Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written 
in the book of the law to do them.” 

But let us remember that this power which the law has is not inherent, 
but is derived solely from the Spirit of God. Without his influence it 
never did, and never can savingly convince the souls . It is the sword that 
pierces the heart, but the Holy Spirit must wield it. When the sinner is 
enlightened by that Spirit, then “the law enters, that the offence may 
abound ;” that he may perceive the multitude of his*iniquities, the impurity 
of his heart, the utter imperfection of his best services. Thus “ the com- 
mandment comes,” to accuse, to convict, and to condemn; to prepare him 
for the reception of the Mediator’s righteousness; to drive him to the 
atonement of the Lord Jesus Christ. “ By the law,” saith the apostle, “ is 
the knowledge of sin.” “I, through the law,” saith the same apostle, 
“ am dead to the law, that I might live unto God.” 

In applying this subject to practical purposes, I remark, 

1. It teaches us that we may live in this world without apprehensions and 
fears, and yet perish for ever. 1s not this the case with the generality of 
men? ‘Their conduct evinces that they have no sense of God upon their 
souls, no preparation for death and eternity, and yet they are careless and 
Bay they indulge in pleasure and mirth ; they confidently expect eveylast- 
ing felicity. Do you ask, “ why is this?” Mot because they have no ground 
of alarm ; “ the wrath of God abideth on them ;” the bottomless pit is open 
beneath them; and death is continually lurking in ambush to cut them down. 
The true reason is, they are “ without the law.” They never reflect upon 
its nature, its requirements, its sanctions ; they never hear the awful curse 
which it denounces; they never listen to the threatenings of an incensed 
God; they see not the tempest of divine vengeance, ready to burst 
upon their heads: or, if they do reflect upon the divine law, they con- 
sider it as regarding only their external conduct, and not reaching to the 
motives, the temper, the sentiments of the soul. For this reason they think 
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it easy to attain heaven ; they excuse and palliate their sins; they disbe- 
lieve what Almighty God declares in his word. “The commandment” 
has never come to them in all its purity, in all its spirit, in all its power, as 
a solemn reality. 

2. This subject addresses those who are under conviction of sin. 

By the holy Spirit, the law has in some degree come home to you ; shin 
ing in its purity, and operating on your conscience. You have seen its 
demands to be reasonable ; you have heard its curses; you have acknow- 
ledged the justice of its sentence ; you have felt the desert and aggravations 
of your sins. In view of the desperate wickedness of your hearts, 
contempt of God’s authority, and your rejection of a Savior’s love, I 
you exclaiming, “ For these things I deserve to die; I deserve to be for’ ever 
damned.” Remember, there is no necessary connection between conviction 
and conversion. You know it when you open the Scriptures and see the 
numerous examples of those who were convicted—who trembled-—who 
wept—but who continued strangers to regenerating grace. You know it, 
when you look around you and see those who were once deeply affected on 
the subject of religion now careless and unconcerned. | Let such instances 
be a warning to you, and lead you to beware how you trifle with the Spirit. 
Your situation is most critical ; your conviction should humble you, should 
strip you of all self-righteousness, should urge you to accept of the Savior. 
“ The law is our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ.” It arraigns, and proves 
us guilty ; shows that we have come infinitely short of our duty, and teaches 
us that there can be no salvation by our own works. It thus drives us from 
every false refuge, and urges us to flee to him who is “ the end of the law 
for righteousness.” Convinced sinner, let it have this effect upon thee ; let 
it drive thee to despair ; not to despair of salvation, but of being saved by 
any works of thy own. ‘Then you will see your need of a Savior’s death ; 
then, “ weary and heavy laden,” you will go to Christ and “ find rest to 
your soul.” 

3. The subject before us should excite the gratitude of those whose 
conviction of sin has issued in true conversion, Bless God that you are 
experimentally acquainted with the language of the text; adore him. 
distinguishing grace ; and show by all your conduct that you indeed 
the real purity of his character, that you indeed feel the true nature.of 
sin. ‘Though the law has “no condemnation” for you if you be “in 

Christ Jesus”—yet as a rule of life it is still binding, and has lost none of 
its authority. Having driven you to the Savior for salvation, it serves as 
a rule for your conduct, and shows you how to order your conversation 
and to adorn your profession ; how’to glorify God and express your grati- 
tude to Christ. You are bound to observe it in every tittle; to render to 
it perfect obedience. Love then the law—pay the highest regard to it, 
and “ delight in it after the nner man.” Such obedience will be a con- 
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a stahit testimony of your gratitude to God, and of your concern for his glory. 
If any man pretend to be justified by Christ, to love his name, and to enjoy 
¢ommunion with him, who does not habitually regard his commands, “ he is 
a liar, and the truth is not in him ;” for our Lord says, “If a man love me, 
he will keep my words.” 
Finally ; this subject addresses those who are insensible of their guilt, 
Remember, sinners, it is the law of God you are contemning; that im- 
mutable law which is the transcript of the divine perfections ; that holy 
law which has broken the hearts of thousands, and driven them to the only 
citadel of safety, the Lord Jesus Christ. I tell you, upon the authority of him 
“who cannot lie,” that you are under the curse of this law; daily, hourly 
exposed to the infinite wrath of Almighty God. From your childhood 
you have been in this awful state. ‘Thecloud of divine vengeance, big 
with awful thunder, has long been hovering over you, and nothing but the 
restraining hand of God’s sovereignty has prevented it from suddenly burst- 
ing upon you. But this wonderful forbearance cannot always continue ; 
the sentence, denounced, may soon be executed: acknowledge then and 
feel your dreadful guilt, and desert of hell ; acknowledge and feel that in 
strict justice God never has been under obligation to exercise mercy 
towards you. There is but one way of escape—the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is “a hiding-place from the wind, and a covert from the tempest.” 
Guilty as you are, you are invited to this refuge; an opportunity is now 


offered for s@euring pardon and salvation ; the uplifted arm of vengeance is 
suspended the collected wrath yet waits fora moment. Oh, then, flee to that 
Redeemer who can “save to the uttermost,” flee quickly, ere the majesty 
and the justice of the Eternal overtake thee. “Escape for thy life; look 
not behind thee, tarry not in all the plain, lest thou be consumed.” 
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SERMON XCVII. 


BY REV. CYRUS YALE, 
NEW-HARTFORD, CONN. 


SORIPTURAL EVIDENOE OF SAVING FAITH. 
James ii. 18.—I will show thee my faith by my works. 


Te mode of instruction here proposed is the philosophical method of 
scripture. It is to develope the character of faith by the,test of experi- 
ment, In placing before us this prime Christian grace, the Spirit of inspi- 
ration makes little use of abstract terms and formal definition, which the 
learned as well as “the unlearned and unstable might wrest to their own q 
destruction.” As if despairing of success in this way, he takes us 
directly to the field of battle, where our own eyes may see “ the good fight “4 
of faith” in various circumstanées; he points to some peculiarly distin- 
guished in the spiritual warfare ; shows us their many and brilliant vic- 
tories; and thus gives us the most correct and vivid impressions of a 
genuine faith: he shows us what it is by its works. Adopting the same 
course, we may notice, 

1. Some OF THF OPERATIONS OF FAITH IN VARIOUS SITUATIONS FITTED 
TO BRING OUT ITS NATURE ; AND 

II. Some oF ITS LEADING FEATURFS AS THUS DEVELOPED. 

On the former point, the records of scripture are very ample. They 
exhibit faith triumphing gloriously over the strongest principles of 
depraved nature, and resisting alike the allurements and threatenings of a 
wicked world. 

It triumphs over that deep-rooted feeling, the dread of ridicule. For 
proof, look back and see a man employed in constructing a large vessel, 
as if he really expected a flood of waters to cover the earth, and drownits 
guilty inhabitants. He dares to be singular. He takes his right forward 
course in the face of public opinion. He spares neither time nor property” 
in an entreprise which draws upon him the laugh of the world. , 
prosecutes his purpose for the long period of “one hundred and 
years.” What could have prompted him onward? ‘The Bible ink 
us. “ By faith, Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as 
moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house.” He was 
more afraid of the coming deluge than of the present sneer of the 
multitude. He believed God, and so his faith was victorious. 

Is the love of home and of country powerful? Does it reign in every 
heart? Still we see Abraham tearing himself away from home, and 3 
kindred, and country, strong as were his attachments. God has promised — 
him “ a better country,” and bidden him depart. He believes the promise 
—commits himself cheerfully to the divine guidance, and goes forth, he 
knows not whither. His faith triumphs over the tenderest ties. 
: Is paternal affection a very influential principle? Is it peculiarly so, 
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when fixed on an only child, and that the son of oldage? Strong asisa 
parent’s love, faith is yet stronger. Look at this same venerable patriarch, 
as he moves up the mountain with his tenderly beloved Isaac. Look at 

him, as he calmly builds an altar and places the wood upon it. See,him 

with unshaken firmness bind his son and lay him on the wood.. See him 

stretch forth his hand and take the knife, with full purpose to slay the 

dear child. God has so commanded—and he dares not refuse. He 

believes God is able to raise him even from the dead. O how triumphant 

his faith! If we except the actual sacrifice of an only-begotten Son, 

some centuries after, by a still more tender Father, where shall we find a 

scene so sublime ! 

The love of wealth is another streng principle in man. Persons of 
every age and rank are seen under its control. Its empire in the world 
is very broad. It has despotic sway. Yet how complete and glorious 
the victory which faith has been known to achieve over this passion! _My 
eye fixes at once on Moses, when “ by faith he forsook Egypt,” “yesteem- 
ing the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt.” 
It was as if the possessor of an immense fortune were at this day cheer- 
fully to relinquish the whole, that he mighit the better labor and suffer for 
Christ, and then go to inherit “ durable riehes” in heayen. 

And now look at this man of God once more. « He was called “ the 
son of Pharaoh’s daughter.” ‘The honor and the power of a prince were 
his: within his reach, the gay but guilty pleasures of a court. How 
then shall we account for his voluntary abandonment of these glittering 
objects? The love of power alone has often drenched whole kingdoms 
in blood. In the persons of conquerors and despots what fearful havoc 
has it made of liberty, property,and life! ‘The love of honor is also a 
very strong passion by itself. ‘The love of pleasure, too, controls its 
millionse* But here is a man in favorable circumstances to feel in all 
their force and to gratify these strong propensities of our nature; and 
yet he gains a complete conquest, not merely over some one of them, but 
over them all. Yes, by faith Moses obtains an easy and triumphant 
victory over the combined influence of these four strong principles in 
human nature——love of money, love of power, love of honor, love of 

~pleasure. Ie turns from the whole array of earthly allurements to the 
seryice0f God,—lifting his eye to a brighter crown, to wealth more 
abut dant, and to pleasures more pure and enduring. 
oP js. the strongest principle in our nature is desire of self-pre- 
ervahiom Called love of life or dread of death. It seems to be asort of 
vibes ommon to all animals. But even this has yielded4o faith. Yes, 

e maxim, “all that a man hath will he give: for his life,” does not 
always holdtrue. To the devoted servant of God there is one thing more 
dear than life itself—the divine favor. Look at Daniel. With all his 
love of life, he chooses rather to be cast among the lions than to ineur 
the frown of God. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, also, were men 
of like passions with us: equally capable of horror at the sight of a 
furnace open to receive them. Yet mark how faith gives them victory. 
In defiance of the king’s wrath, they say meekly, but firmly; “ God, 
whom we serve, is able to deliver us from the burning, fiery fiirnace, and 
he will deliver us out of thy hand, O king ;” we believe he will. But if 
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not, be it knowg unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy goda, nor 
worship the golden image which thou hast set up.” With this noble 
resolve, they surrender to his fury and the flames. : 
Thys fat,"we have noticed detached victories on inspired record, which 
faith has achieved in very unlike circumstances. We turn, now, to a series 
of triumphs in the case of Paul, which, if not more signal than the pre- 
ceding, may yet show in a stronger light the long contigued operation of 
this grace. Tor, in common warfare, the prowess of a soldier is better 
exhibited in a long, perilous, bloody campaign, than in one or a few bat- 
tles, however tremendous. No sooner does the proud youth of Tarsus 
become a disciple of the despised Jesus, than he undervalues the lessons 
which he has learned in the school of Gamaliel, and renounces without 
a sigh all his flattering earthly prospects. His lofty mind is at once 
humble and docile, and he ever afterward finds his delight at the feet of 
Christ, receiving his instructions as a little child, satisfied with his bare 
testimony on all subjects above his own comprehension. His late pride 
of intellect subdued, he is willing to be called * the filth of the world, and 
the offscouring of all things”—he can even “rejoice to be counted worthy 
to suffer shame for the name of Jesus.” Nor can any array of dangers 
daunt his spirit, or any endurance of sufferings lessen his ardor. From 
the date of his conversion he goes forth a champion of the cross, in the 
face of poverty and ‘contempt, authority and threats, imprisonment and 
death itself. And he goes fearlessly, he is “bold as a lion.” , The fol- 
lowing summary of evils which he was allowed to suffer in honor of his 
Master, is from his own pen: “Of the Jews, five times received I forty 
stripes save one. ‘Thrice was I beaten with rods ; once was I stoned ; 
thrice I suffered shipwreck ; a night and a day have I been in the deep. 
In journeyings often; in perils of waters; in perils of robbers ; in perils 
by mine own countrymen ; in perils by the heathen; in pegils im the city ; 
in perils in the wilderness; in perils in the sea; in perils among false bre- 
thren ; in weariness and painfulness ; in watchings often; in hunger and 
thirst ; in fastings often; in eold and nakedness.”—-What a catalogue of 
sufferings is here! And by what mighty principle was the apostle carried 
forward through the whole? How shall we account for the fact that 
“he fainted not?” that in the midst of his sufferings we even hear 
songs? He himself has told us: “'The life which I now livei 
I live by the vairu of the Son of God.” Yes, it was faith 
love, its “twin sister.” This gave him Victory in every commiet 
had no doubt of the great system of truth, and the unseen ig: 
God has revealed. He went forward as one who saw and 
things to be realities. And he therefore knew that all the “light i 
tions” he could suffer in the present life were not worthy to be compared 
with that “weight of glory” which he had in prospect. So long as 
none of his trials could “ separate him from the love of Christ,” he was 
quite willing to endure them all. * None of these things move me, neither 
count I my life dear unto me, so that I might finish my course with joy, 
and the ministry which I have received of the Lord Jesus.” He saw 
his crown, by faith, as clearly as if hung out of heaven, and declared to be 
his by tlie immediate voice of God. And he saw, too, how every afflic- 
tion would add new splendor to that crown :—he saw it daily brightening, 
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ont thie be went forward joyfully, “fighting the good fight of faith.” 
Moreover, he saw an infinitely brighter crown than his,—and he was 

r to return love for leve, and suffering for suffering, in sa wr new 
jewels for the diadem of his Almighty Redeemer. 

Here, then, we see the operation of faith to great advantage a. in 
one victory, however splendid, nor yet in a series of brilliant triumphs of - 
a single class :—no, here is victory upon victory—triumph upon triumph, 
in every variety of conflict, through a long course of years. Not one 
defeat in the whole time. Not one inglorious wound. Not one tremor 
of cowardice ;—as if God would show how much a single Christian can 
do and suffer under the strong impulse of gospel faith. 

From the preceding works of faith it would seem not difficult to 
ascertain, 

If. Somn of 17s LEADING CHARACTERISTICS. 

In the first place, it is a belief in divine testimony respecting un- 
seen things, with corresponding affections, purposes, and actions. ‘So 
far as the things believed are lovely and desirable, “ faith works by love” 
to obtain them. So far as they are unlovely, or objects of dread, faith 
works by aversion or fear to avoid them:—thus Noah’s faith operated 
through the passion of fear, when he built the ark. So far as the things 
believed afford ground of confidence, faith leads the soul to trust in them. 
So far, as they relate to Christ, the bright center of revealed truth, and 
the hope -of a lost world, faith prompts to a reliance upon him, as a 
divine, all-sufficient, altogether lovely and glorious Savior. So far as 
they require outward action, faith urges on to this result ; “and withodt 
external works is not made perfect. And as the entire system of truth 
presented to the eye of faith is most pure and holy, persons under its in- 
fluence do of course “ purify themselves by faith.” Do any object to 
this definition as too complex? I ask, if one more simple would include 
the whole idea of faith, as gathered from its works? Is it defined, “ the 
simple belief of the simple truth?”—an exercise of the understanding 
merely—separate from affection, volition, and action—having complete 
existence by itself? Such faith, “ being alone,” an apostle has declared 
“dead.” It is not the thing we are now considering. That, as we 
have seen, has vitality. It works. It brings into action the various 
faculties of soul and body: In its higher exercises, it exerts a controlling 
influence over the whole man. ‘This “ faith is the substance of things 
hoped for, the évidence of things not seen ;” it leads its possessor, in his 
feelings, purposes, and actions, to regard “the things that are seen and 
temporal,” far less than “the things that are unseen and eternal.” It eon- 
ducted Noah, Moses, Daniel, and Paul 7” to heaven: it will be a safe 
guide chither i in all future time. 

2. Faith is a reasonable thing. Some, with a contemptuous smile, 
would mark it as the essence of fanaticism—a delusion of the weak or 
the ignorant. But is not the process highly rational, by which its nattre 
is ascertained? Is it not the favorite mode of sound philosophy to learn 
the properties of things by their effects? Besides, what is more rational 
than a belief in the sayings of Him who cannot lie? a belief, too, that 
wakes up the affections and controls the life? And what more* rational © 
than a sacrifice of present good for something better in sure prospect ? 
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Such faith, iasm! Far from it, No, it is the perfettion of 
reason to be ;not this false world, not thefather of lies, but God; 
and especially to believe Him on subjects of too large grasp for our puny 
and quite beyond the range of our senses, not excepting his de- 
clarations on the high mysteries of the Trinity, and the atonement of his 
well-beloved Son. It is the perfection of reason to prefer the more ex- 
. cellent things; and such are the objects of faith—in kind and duration 
far\guperior to the objects of sense, #d better suited to our deathless 
souls. The way of faith is then the*way of trutlt and soberness. The 
man who takes it has no cause to blush. No, itis the opposite character 
—he who believes not “the true sayings of God”—he who feels pot and 
acts not in accord with these announcements of Heaven; this man’s 
course is glaringly irrational ; for he rejects the very best of testimony. 

3. Faith is bold and unbending. It gives decision and inflexibility of 
purpose and action,—not from obstinacy, ambition, or other unworthy 
motive—but simply because it rests on immutable truth. A child of 
stern principle, not of circumstances, its recreation is to meet and sur- 
mount obstacles. ‘The hardy plant can flourish amid snows, and moun- 
tains, and tempests. Yet a person under its influence may be meek as 
Moses, while firm as Daniel. He may even imitate “the meekness and 
gentleness of Christ,” with none of that pliancy of conscience which 
sacrifices the plain will of God to considerations of interest or expe- 
diency. The man of sterling faith has his eye raised from earth to 
heaven. His ear is less open to the voice*of man than of God. In 
time of emergency, he asks not, with pale and palpitating solicitude, 

course will expose me to least danger? What will best secure 
my Own. ease, reputation, or pecuniary interest? What will gratify 
friends? What will this man of wealth or that man of influence approve ? 
What will be popular in the community? Were these the ehief ques- 
tions, Noah had never built an ark, Moses had not turned his back on 
the glittering throne of the Pharaohs, and Daniel had failed to be 
“ greatly beloved” of God. But, with the man of faith, the first and the 
last great question is, What is the mind of God? ‘This point settled, he 
lays his course, and turns not to the right hand to grasp a crown, or to 
the left to escape a wheel of torture. 

4. Faith is very powerful. We have seen the proof, not in abelian 
reasoning, but in facts—in its actual works, exhibited by sundry devoted 
servants of God. Here is not theory but experiment, triumphant 
riment, in accord with the inspired declarations ; “This is the victory 
that overcometh the world, even our faith”——* Who is he that overcometh 
the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?” We 
have just now seen how faith prompts its possessor to take his elevated 
course, in spite of the world’s frown or smile, and to overcome all that is in 
it, “ the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of life.” Itis 
thus a conqueror of the world,*not like Alexander, but in the highest and 
best sense. 

Let the world bring out her whole array of power. Let her display 
the nameless attractions of home and country, and add to these the 
strongest eridearments of relationship, and attempt to confine within such | 
limits the affections and the desires: what can it avail with one who has 
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“hua a Master and Lord, and who hears him say ; “ He that 
= Joveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of ‘me, and he that 
loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me?” Or let the 
world spread out her hills and valleys, her flocks and herds,her gold. and 
silver and diamonds, her ease and her luxuries ; let her come, t60, with 
her learning and titles, her crowns, her pompous magnifié@nce, to allure 
the man of faith from the path of duty; and let Satan concentrate in, 
one fascinating spot “all the kimgdoms of the world and the glory of 
them,” and offer immetiate and ful? possession—the bribery utterly failg ; 
faith lifis the soul above the whole, as if they were children’s toys : 
it counts them as nothing and vanity in its eager pursuit of the real, end- 
less glories of heaven. 

Unsuccessful here,—let the world now suddenly change her smiles for 
frowns. Let her point at the believer her finger of scorn, and toss up 
her head, and look down upon him with contempt, and add poverty to-re- 
proach ; let her bring forth the terror of her laws and customs, with the 
strength of her kings and armies, to compel obedience ; let her set open 
the foul and dark recesses of her prisons, and show her instriments of 
f torture, and heat her furnaces, and make her lions roar fearfully : ’tis’all 
in vain. Faith, like the servant of the son of Shaphat, still sees. more 
powerful array with her than against her. She has often triumphed over 
such foes, apd she can again. Yes; and if the world could bring’ oat 
far brighter charms and darker frowns than are now in her storehouse, 
faith would still get the victory. 
a 5. Another attribute of faith is sublimity. The scene spread Gut be- 
fore its eye, how vast! how boundless! even the whole circleof reyet 
truth. For “ faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word.o: ” 
Here is the unseen world in all past ages—so far as the Scriptures place 
it before us—and added to this, the unseen world as it now exists; and 
then the prophetic view, down to the end of time, and onward for endless 
ages. Yes, the eye of faith ranges back to the beginning, and forward 
for ever and ever, upward to heaven, downward to hell. What length, 
and breadth, and height, and depth! And then, the stupendous exhibi- 
tions of power and wisdom, of grace and justice, of bliss and wo, that 
come within the view! ‘The perfections of Jehovah, with their grand 
results! Here are things vast 40 be admired, things excellent to be 
loved and sought, things revolting to be shunned. How unlike the trifles 
of earth! How suited to expand the intellect, to improve the moral 
feelings, to ennoble the whole man! Here is room for the largest grasp 
of mind. How then cag the believer, whose “ eye affecteth his heart,” 
dwell amid these scenes—be familiar with them, and not be wakened to 
intense interest? How can his mind fix, as ina trance, upon his own Re- 
deemer, the bright center of this scene of magnificencé, and his soul not 
burn-with a holy desire to be clothed im his likeness? ,Such was the 
fact with Paul, and such has been the trufy heroic and sublime course of 
not a few kindred spirits. ‘The sons of earth may, misname the objects 
and the works of faith low and contemptible ; but the light of a burning 
world will show alike the dignity of these and the vanity of all inferior 
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6. Another obvious characteristic of faith is its moral-eacellence. The 








SCRIPTURAL EVIDENCE OF SAVING Farru. I 
has had.to eneounter much obloquy from the alle it 
offers its blessings on a condition which has no,moral quality, ob- 


jector defines faith an exercise of the understanding simply—a_neges- 
sary result of evidence presented to that faeulty, and without connection 
with the heart or practice. Hence a favorite maxim of infidelity; “Ne 
matter what affnan believes, if his practice be good.” But genuine faith 
is not thus “dead, being alone.” It is a most efficient principle. We 


have seen how it “wrought righteousness.” “ Without faith it is im- — 


possible to please Him.” Faith has then a’ part in all actions pleasing to 
God. And in no case can the existence of saving faith be proved, where 
there_is no moral excellence—nay, without this, it has no existenee; 
For, “with the heart”—not withthe understanding merely—“ man be- 
lieveth unto righteousness.” What! no moral quality ina belief which 
nevey exists without holy feelings! which is always in happy accord 
with sound and enlightened reason! No moral quality in a faith which 
secures the mortification of all the unholy affections and lusts! None 
in @ faith which always prompts to that right-forward course, which 
the finger of God points out for man, through this crooked and ensnaring 
world! Where is moral excellence to be found, if not here? if not in 
the Noahs, and Abrahams, and Pauls? And what more suitable condi- 
tion,6f eternal life could be proposed, than a faith which influences the 

anderer from God and happiness to return, with true penitence and love, 
to his, Father’s house *? 

Yet, justification by a holy faith is not of works, but of grace. For 
ibis the faith of a transgressor; and when a person has once broken the 
law, | no subsequent obedience, however strict, can avert the curse. 
e d is every one that continueth not in all things written in the 
book ‘of, the law to do them.” By the law, then, “no flesh can be jus- 
tified.” Besides, every believer regards his own imperfect righteousness 
as “filthy rags.” In his best deeds, He sees no meritorious ground of 
acceptance with God. He fixes his eye solely on the merit of Christ. 
Here is all his dependence for pardon and eternal life. He therefore ex- 
pects salvation, not by deeds of law, but entirely by grace, through. the 
precious blood of a Redeemer. 

Such, brethren, as appears from its operations, is the Christian grace, 
to which, in the matter of salvation, the Bible has given a marked fe 
eminence. And now, in conclusion, we may notice, 

First, its divine origin. If it were not classed with “ the fruits of the 
Spirit ;” if it were not expressly called “ the gift of God ;” if Jesus were 
not styled “the Author and Finisher of our faith ;” its very works and 
leading features would reveal its high source. Who can fail to see the 
broad, deep stamp of Heaven on a principle so entirely at variance with 
the spirit and course of this world, so stern and uncompromising, so holy, 
“so unlike évery thing human?” Truly, “ this is the finger of God,” 
the result of his transforming power. Nor does the fact exeuse unbe- 
lief. For, a refusal to believe the well-attested, “trie sayings of God,” 
80,as to feel aud aet in accordance with them, can have no apology. It is 
manifestly irrational, It betrays great perversity of heart. “ He that 
believeth not God hath made him a liar.” The sin is “ red like crim- 
son.” And the fact, that “all men have not faith,” proves an unwilling- 

ness to have it—demonstrates human depravity. 
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A seopnd remark is, that saving faith is the same in every age and 
nation, It may differ in the number of its objects, and in its t of 
strength; for our Savior speaks of “great faith,” and “little faith.” 
The, form, also, of its confliets and trials may vary with circumstances! 
But its distinctive character is invariable. It is always an influeritigl be- 
lief it divine testimony. We have found it in Noah before the flood, and 
in“Abraham and Moses before the giving of the law; in Daniel and his 

“eompanions under the Jewish economy, and in Paul under the Christian 
dispensatién. ‘These specimens of faith, selected from.the different dis- 
pensations under which God has seen fit to train men for heaven, are of 
course genuine. ‘They come attested by the hand and seal of Jehovah. 
With the exception of Paul, the examples have all been takew from 
those worthies so happily grouped in the eleventh chapter of Hebrews, 
as “ having obtained a good report through faith.” The marked agree- 
mept between them alike supports the apostle’s definition of faith, at the 
opening of the chapter, and evinces the fact that there is but “ one faith,” 
as well as “one Lord.” ‘They are in truth of a high order, but"not too* 
high for imitation. While we may well inquire, if we have “the like’ 
precious faith,” we should consider that these ancient saints had far less 
light and privilege than ourselves. We have not only “ Moses and the 
prophets,” but Christ and his apostles, together with the more abundant 
“ ministration of the Spirit ;” and shall our faith be of a slender and sickl 
growth? shall it suffer in comparison with those bright specimeng from 
less favored times ? 

Thirdly, contemplate some of the victories which faith isr called go 
achieve at the present day, and in future. And what are the Yéadis 
forms of opposition in our beloved country? Not a tyrant’s dungeon 
“with bread of affliction and water of affliction.” Not a despot’s heated 
furnace ; for this is a land of religious freedom. She is neither calléd 
to “stop the mouths of lions,” mor to “quench the violence of fire.” 
Her foes are of quite other stamp—less terrific, yet more subtle, and 
possibly more dangerous. ’ *? 

Sitting as we do under our vines and fig-trees, the enemy appears with 
deceitful smiles, kind looks, and “ words softer than oil.” Now, he dis- 
plays, with not a little address, the pleasures of sense. Now, ease, or 
honor, or property, is the lure. « And now, again, he puts on the grave 
and wise look of philosophy, and doubts the divine origin of the Biblé, 
offers a plea for vice, casts a sneer at divine institutions, or in same 
other way encourages departure from truth and holiness. 

Under our free government, we hear much of the omnipotence of pub- 
lic opinion. If this opinion quadrate with Christian doctrine and practice, 
well ; the greater its influence, the better. But if it take its shape in no 
small measure from worldly men and worldly maxims—if ‘it is in faet the 
opinien of a corrupt community, and a standard of moral’ sentiment and 
conduct quite unlike and quite below the high standard of Scripture, it 
becomes a rockon'which there is great danger of making “ shipwreck 
of faith and a good conscience.” And such it has ever been, to large 
extent, in this unholy world. Even on these fairest plains of ‘Christen- 
dom, where our lot is kindly cast, public opinion, especially of late, has, 

seemed to make silent and gradual departure from the pure and unbend- 
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ing word of God. Now, it has a little softened down ong ive ~ 
feature, and nowjanother. Here, it has given a polluting touch,¢o 
snow-white purity of the Sabbath ; there loosened the reins of family go- 
yernment, or shortened the lessons of family instruction. Here, it has 
warned..away from the pulpit a severe or a mysterious doctrine; there 
mingled a little yain philosophy with heaven-deseended truth. Here, it 
has taken from some vice a portion of its deformity ; there disarmed tite 
red of church discipline of half its terror, and plead for a conformity to 
thpepingot the age. It has even exalted the favorite and pliable doc- 
trmes Of expediency and interest above the plain commands of God. 
These officious and profane intrusions of public opinion into our holy of 
holies,faith is called to resist. She must make a bold stand in the name 
of the Lord. She must insist on the punctilios of revealed truth, fear- 
less of consequences. ¥ 

But our faith has other foes to encounter. See you not thse giant 
forms, Infidelity and Popery, the enemies alike of God and man ? Thy 
lift uptheir heads to the clouds. ‘They stretch abroad their arms from 
Atlantic to the Pacific. They “speak great swelling words,” They 
defy the armies of Israel. ‘They threaten extermination, What has 
faith to do now? She looks in her Bible. She reads; “ All Scripture 
is given by inspiration of God”»—* Upon this Rock will I build my chureh, 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it”—*'Then shall that 
wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his 
mouth,”and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming.” Tis 
efiough She takes, the sword of the Spirit; fixes upon the foe her 
steady"eye: it brightens, as she cries to God for help. The Most 
Hifihcives strength and skill. ‘The champic:is, locked arm-in-arm, fall 
to the ground. ut 

Look again. See vice, gross and shameless, stalk through the length 
and breadth of the land—-Sabbath-breaking and intemperance, with their 
whole natural, numerous family of evils. Shocking sight! Faith opens 
her Bible, and reads a glowing description of the time, when nothing 
shall hurt or destroy in all God’s holy mountain ; when holiness sttall be 
universal. She sees no cause to.tremble. She puts forth new efforts 
against these, eo bined and formidable foes, sure that they will yet wither 
before the br. of the Almighty. : 

But the faith 5f Zion has vict#fies to gain on a far broader scale. 
Before we gaze in rapture on the full glories of the Millennium, we may 
expect many hard-fought battles. Look away to the pagan world: Is 
the darkness of ages broad and deep? Are Satan’s strong holds, whith 
he has been forming and fortifying for centuries, “ walled up to heaven 2” 
Are his legions——nerved with uncommon wrath—prepared at all points for 
desperate conflict? Faith reads the charter which gives to Christ “the 
heathen for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for his 
possession,” and takes courage. She reads again; “ Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to every creature ;”—and now farewell ease, 
and. wealth, and honox, The missionary breaks away from every tie, 
like the father of the faithful, and from earth’s strongest allurements, like 
the deliverer of Israel’s tribes. I see him as another Paul, “in perils of 
waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, 
in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sca; in weariness and pain- 
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fulness, inshunger and thirst, in cold and nakedness.” Yes, he pene- 
trate#*fearlessly to the very center of Satan's earthly empire. He counts 
not his life dear. He takes the most difficult, hazardous posts. He soon 
falls in glory, or rather ascends to his reward. A Kindred spirit follows, 
and another, and another. Unbelief calls it a wanton wasteof life. . It 
insists that youth d reserve themselves for better services. it 
titges the abandonment of these perilous stations. But faith, consulting 
the record, finds no spot on earth, trodden by the foot of man, excepted ‘ 
by our Savior as too hot or too cold, or too fatal to health or life, to.ne- 
ceive the gospel. His command is, “Go ye into all the world.” And 
why should it be disobeyed? Shall a Parry be lauded for his enterprise, 
while he wraps himself in triple furs, and ventures amid the eternal ice 
of polar seas? Even after repeated failure, shall he be met on his re- 
turn by the loud applause of a world? And must the devoted missionary 
receive the sneer of this same world for his perils, and sufferings, and 
toils among the shivering and depressed Esquimaux? Shall men dare 
the blaze of a tropical sun in Asia for luxuries, and fortunes, and’ posts 
of honor,sbut, not for souls? Or, in Africa, to fasten the chains of slavery, 
but not to léosen and remove the heavier chains of sin? Or, it South 
America, to bring away silver, and gold, and diamonds, but not to carry 
thither the unsearchable riches of Christ? Shall the thinned ranks in 
deadliest battle be promptly filled, and must a dangerous missionary post 
be relinquished, because the men to occupy it are mortal? Ng, while 
love of the world can crowd stations of greatest peril, let faith sh 
itself an equally powerful, as it is a more noble, prineiple of actioy-” eo, 
then, some Hall, some Fisk, some Martyn; go, take the places of, 
loved missionaries. ‘These pioneers had @ short campaign, » The .. 
: Captain took them early from the conflict to the crown. And if 
are alike faithful, they too may Teceive an early discharge. * 

The church must not hold back these daring, elevated spirits. sChrist 
bids them go. He shows them his torn hands and bleeding side, and, 
pointing to the dark world of idolatry, asks,’ inva tone-ef ‘love and pity, 
if they can suffer nothing in a cause which has cogs him»life. Yesy- 
he engages to be their company.—* Lo, I am with yor y.” Tis 
enough. Their eyes sparkle to be away. Faith disre ery ob- 
stacle, and urges their departure. And shall we sta now? It 
would be treason against the King Of kings. It must not be. In this 
day of religious revival and holy enterprise the voice from heaven is, 
“ ONWARD, ONWARD TO CERTAIN TRIOMPH.” 

“Paith has yet to gain her noblest Victories. . We look forward, and 
see.the circle of her influence rapidly widening, and widening:to earth’s 

remotest bounds. ‘Thrones of despotism all crumble. nples’ of 
idolatry fall. Human sacrifices cease. ‘Thedarkness of ages folls off 
from the face of the earth. ‘The empire of Jesus becomes eee: 
and themations rejoice in his reign. 

And now, who among you, my brethren, is “ doing what he can” to nol 


‘this ‘blest consummation? Who “ shows by works,” that he really, be- 


lieves? Here is the eternal standard—“ the same that@hall judge you in 
the last day.” O, “ suDGE YOURSELVES NOW, THAT YE MAY NOT BE CON- 
DEMNED WITH THE WORLD!” 





